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Introduction  
 
Green Roofs for Healthy Cities is a member‐based industry association that is dedicated to the 
development of the green roof and wall industry throughout North America. Among its many activities 
include:  

 Administration of the Green Roof Professional (GRP) training and accreditation program which 
is designed to develop, disseminate, and promote best practices in green roof design, installation, and 
maintenance. Find a GRP at www.greenroofs.org. 

 Providing ongoing professional development through its online training center, the Living 
Architecture Academy (www.livingarchitectureacademy.com), and through the creation of new 
leading-edge training courses at its major annual conference – CitiesAlive (www.citiesalive.org). The 
early bird deadline for CitiesAlive delegate registration is May 15th.  

 Publishing the Living Architecture Monitor (LAM), a quarterly magazine in print and digital 
format that highlights new research, design, policy, and green roof and wall products.  

 Providing a wide range of membership opportunities and services ranging from $55 per year for 
a supporter member to $4800 per year for a manufacturing corporate member. 

 The Green Roof Ambassadors program, which trains and provides resources for green roof 
professionals to advocate for green roof policies in their local market. 

 The development of the Green Roof and Wall Rating Tool System, a project launched with the 
help of numerous industry leaders, which will assure that green roofs and walls are designed, installed, 
and maintained correctly. 

 The Annual Green Roof Industry Survey, which measures the growth of the green roof market 
in North America. 

 

 

Corporate Members’ Survey Method  
 
Every year since 2004, Green Roofs for Healthy Cities has conducted an independent survey of its 
Corporate Members, collecting data on the growth and composition of the green roof industry across 
North America. Our Corporate Members voluntarily provide information on the square footage of green 
roofs installed, the location, and the type of green roofs – intensive, semi-intensive, or extensive.  
 
The data is collected and duplicate entries are removed from the data set by comparing the type, size, 
and location. Green roof installations are aggregated by square foot in major metropolitan regions, to 
give the Top Ten Metropolitan Regions. A cross-section of Corporate Member data is independently 
compared with the previous year to derive the annual growth rate of the industry.  
 
The full data set is made available to all of our Corporate Members as a membership benefit, with 
specific location and project attribution removed.  
 
This survey data does not capture all market activity because all of our Corporate Members do not 
participate. However, it does provide a valuable look at the composition of an industry that continues to 
grow steadily. This report provides highlights of the survey findings for the general public. 
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Highlights 
 
The North American industry grew by 115 per cent in 2011, the largest growth rate recorded since the 
first survey was conducted. This is up from 28.5 per cent growth rate recorded in 2010. Annual growth 
rates are derived by averaging the square footage recorded by a representative sample of Corporate 
Members from year to year, not square footage totals which vary depending on the number of 
submissions each year. This provides a more accurate value for the growth rate than square footage 
totals. 
 
Our members recorded 870 projects in 2011, up from 713 in 2010.  
 
As in past years, there is a fairly even split between public and private green roof projects, with 347 
identified as private, 326 as public, and the remainder unspecified.  
 
In total, the projects reported represent 4,577,935 square feet installed in 2010, up from the 4,341,394 
reported installed in 2009.  
 
It is difficult to know what the total square feet installed in North America is each year, due to the fact 
that not all of our Members participate in the survey, and that some green roofs are designed and built 
by non‐members. Hence the number of green roofs reported falls significantly short of the actual 
number completed. 
 
As can be seen in the chart below, North America’s green roof industry has grown by leaps and bounds 
in the past decade. 

 

 



Policy Developments and Industry Growth 
 
The next chart illustrates the North American Metropolitan Regions that have been the leaders over the 
past eight years in installing green roofs. Chicago, the leader in green roofs in North America over this 
period, will be the site of CitiesAlive: 10th Annual Green Roof and Wall Conference, co-hosted with the 
City of Chicago from October 17-20, 2012. Washington, DC, New York City, and Toronto have also been 
leaders in the green roof market. Unsurprisingly, these cities have been proactive in the creation of 
green infrastructure policies and incentives, supporting the growth of their local green roof industry and 
ensuring a healthier environment for future generations. 
 
Public benefits of green roofs include: 

 Stormwater management; 

 Increase of biodiversity; 

 Moderation of the urban heat island effect; 

 Improvement of air quality 

 Improvement of aesthetics in the public realm; 

 Local job creation; 

 The addition of new amenity spaces. 
 
Here are some of North America’s policies and incentives: 

 Portland Ecoroof Incentive – established 2005 

 Minneapolis Stormwater Utility Fee Credit – established 2005 

 Chicago Green Permit Program – established 2006 

 Washington DC Green Roof Rebate Program – established 2007 

 Philadelphia Green Roof Tax Credits – established 2007 

 Anne Arundel County (MD) Stormwater Management Tax Credit – established 2008 

 State of New York Green Building Construction Act – established 2009 

 Toronto Green Roof Bylaw and Eco-Roof Incentive Program – established 2009 

 Onondaga County (Syracuse, NY) Green Improvement Fund – established 2010 

 Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District Regional Green Roof Initiative – established 2010   

 Austin (TX) Green Roof Density Bonus – established 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The growth of the green roof industry can also be attributed to the Green Roof Professional (GRP) 

accreditation program. There are now more than 500 GRPs across North America. Through training and 

a third party-managed accreditation exam, the GRP program: 

 Enables professionals to differentiate themselves in the marketplace; 
 Establishes a high-level of professionalism and improved multi-disciplinary collaboration; 
 Increases customer confidence in green roof technology; 
 Results in better green roof design and installation practices; 
 Protects the industry from the inevitable failures that result from inappropriate design, 

installation, and maintenance practices. 

The GRP online directory is accessible to the public at www.greenroofs.org.  
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The chart below shows which US Metropolitan Regions installed the most square feet of green roofs in 

2011. A green roof boom in Washington, DC has vaulted it into first place, bolstered by some very large 

projects. Rounding out the top 5 are Chicago, New York City, Nashville, and Philadelphia. 

 

Below is a chart illustrating which Canadian metropolitan regions installed the most square feet of green 

roofs in 2011. Toronto, bolstered by its Eco-Incentive Program, has again come in first place, followed by 

Montreal, Quebec City, Vancouver, and Halifax. 

 



 

The following chart shows the type of green roofs installed in 2011. As has historically been the case, 

extensive green roofs are by far the majority, with intensive and semi-intensive green roofs being less 

common. 

 

 
Conclusion 
 
The results of our annual survey have again this year shown that the North American green roof industry 
is thriving. Despite this excellent growth, across North America there remains enormous potential for 
future growth as the total percentage of rooftops with green roofs remains low relative to the full 
potential which is billions of square feet. This is true in both new markets, as well as established leaders 
such as Chicago, Washington D.C, New York City, and Toronto. Local and regional government support 
through policies and incentives has undoubtedly aided success in these leading cities. As other 
governments recognize the environmental, economic, and social values of green roofs through 
legislation and financial support, we will undoubtedly see other regions joining these leaders. 
 
The GRP program has also had a positive effect on the number of green roofs being installed in North 
America. This fleet of GRPs have helped to bring a level of professionalism to the green roof industry, 
helping to design, install and maintain green roofs of the highest caliber, which in turn raise the public’s 
awareness of the many benefits of green roofs. This combination of government support and an 
increasing number of motivated professionals is a very positive sign for the future of the green roof 
industry. 

 

 


