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Contest Summary 
Overview 

The Best Urban BMP in the Bay Award (BUBBA) contest is designed to 

recognize innovators who have formulated new and innovative techniques 

for managing stormwater in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. This contest 

offers an avenue through which we can disseminate innovative techniques 

to communities who can benefit from the lessons learned during the 

implementation of these techniques. We understand that every urban BMP 

faces a unique set of challenges. The BUBBAs are not an opportunity to 

lament about the problems a project has faced, but to boast about the 

creative approaches groups have used to overcome those problems. By 

showcasing innovative best management practices and low impact design, 

we hope to promote the application of unique, effective solutions to 

stormwater management challenges throughout the watershed. 

 

  

 

 

Contest Categories 

The following is a guide to the 2014 BUBBAs winners. All projects were 

judged in one of six different categories. A brief description of each category 

and examples of projects that placed in these categories last year can be 

found on the pages indicated below. 

1. Best Homeowner BMP…………………………………………Page 4 

2. Best Innovative BMP……………………………………………Page 5 

3. Best Ultra-Urban BMP……………………………………….... Page 6 

4. Best Combination of BMPs in a Series………………….. Page 7 

5. Best Habitat Creation in a BMP……………………………. Page 8 

6. Best Stream Restoration………………………………………Page 9 
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2014 Contest 

Eligibility 
To be considered for a BUBBA, a project: 

1. Must have been installed within the last five years (1/2009- 12/2014) 

2. Must be located in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 

3. Cannot be a proprietary practice. However, local reproductions of 

proprietary technology may be submitted. 

Prizes & Recognition 
Our qualified jurors selected a first, second, and third place winner for each 

of our six categories. All of these projects received certificates 

acknowledging their accomplishment. The first place projects were then 

featured on our website and an email was sent to our 7,000 person network 

encouraging them to review the projects and vote for their favorite. The 

project that received the most votes through public voting received our 

$5000 GRAND PRIZE and was declared the Best Urban BMP in the Bay! 

 

 

 

 

Nick DiPasquale (U.S. EPA Chesapeake Bay Program Office) presents a certificate to Karl 

Graybill and Charlotte Katzenmoyer (City of Lancaster) after their Plum and Walnut 

Intersection project was declared the grand prize winner of the 2014 BUBBAs. 

 

Looking Ahead… 

In 2014, we received over 75 project submissions and over 1800 

people weighed in during the public voting portion of our contest. The 

inaugural BUBBAs were so successful that we have decided to run the 

contest again! Go to page 11 to find out about the changes we have made 

for this year’s contest. 
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1. Best Homeowner BMP 

Category Description 
A BMP or a series of practices installed on a residential property were 

submitted to this category. The total cost of projects in this category 

generally amounted to less than $5000. 

 

2014 Winners 
1st Place 

The Harn Aqueduct Rain Garden won first 

place in this category for its use of 

conservation landscaping to treat runoff 

from the homeowner’s property, improve 

water quality, and provide habitat while 

enhancing the aesthetics of the property. 

 

 

2nd Place 

This project captured our jury’s attention 

through its use of multiple rain gardens, 

reduction in impervious surface, native 

plantings, and underground aquablocks to 

treat runoff from the entirety of the 

Edmonds’ property. 

 

3rd Place 

The Swatlowski Rain Garden took home 

third place for its successful use of a 

combination of BMPs, native landscaping, 

and permeable pavers to improve 

infiltration rate, soil composition, wildlife 

habitat on the property. 
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2. Best Innovative BMP 

Category Description 
Projects submitted to this category utilized an unconventional, novel, or 

untraditional way of treating or managing stormwater.  
 

2014 Winners 
1st Place 

Implemented at the Maryland Port Administration’s 

Dundalk Marine Terminal, this BMP uses the power of 

algae driven by photosynthesis to remove nutrients 

and pollutants from water. Though the algae must be 

harvested regularly, this technique has the added 

benefit of injecting high levels of dissolved oxygen into 

receiving waters. 

 

2nd Place 

Brian, Ian, and Nathan Lunstrom received second place 

certificates for their construction of a self-watering 

vegetable garden that not only captures stormwater, 

but also filters nutrients from the runoff to aid the 

growth of plants. 

 

 

3rd Place 

The Green Tracks project caught our jury’s 

attention with its impressive utilization of 

otherwise unusable land. Placing plants 

between rail lines in Baltimore City resulted 

in heat island mitigation as well as green 

infrastructure and aesthetic benefits. 
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3. Best Ultra-Urban BMP 

Category Description 
Practices entered in this category were built in infill or redevelopment 

projects in urban areas with more than 75% site impervious cover. 

$5,000 Grand Prize Winner! 

 
The City of Lancaster and Green Infrastructure transformed this 

dangerous intersection into a home for native plants and public art 

amenity featuring a patio made using permeable pavers and a cistern that 

captures stormwater from the brewery’s roof. 

2014 Winners 

2nd Place 

In turning a bus parking lot into Canal Park 

at the Riverfront, this project reduced runoff 

through bioretention areas, tree pits, and a 

rainwater harvesting system that recycles 

all of the water it collects. 

 

3rd Place 

Despite its urban setting, the project at the 

Science Museum of Virginia managed to 

utilize bioretention, tree well filter boxes, 

pervious pavement, a vegetated roof, and a 

rainwater harvesting system. 
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4. Best Combination of 
BMPs in a Series 

Category Description 
Projects in this category utilized two or more BMPs or LID practices 

effectively in a series to treat stormwater. Successful projects in this 

category demonstrated their ability to function during heavy rainfall events 

and linked the built environment to the natural landscape. 

 

2014 Winners 
1st Place 

This project at Morgan State University’s 

Center for Built Environment & Infrastructure 

Studies utilizes a green roof, pervious pavers, 

rain harvesting, and bioretention facilities. 

 

 

2nd Place 

Casey Trees Headquarters placed in this 

category for incorporating cisterns, 

street-side tree boxes, and on-site 

bioretention into an effective 

stormwater management plan in a 

highly visible space. 

3rd Place 

The Woodbrook Lagoon Enhancement 

Project improved this stream’s water 

quality by constructing sand filters, 

installing rock weirs, managing sediment, 

and planting native species. 
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5. Best Habitat Creation in a BMP 

Category Description 
BMPs entered into this category provided a unique blend of aquatic or 

upland wildlife habitat in addition to effective stormwater function. 

BMPs in this category had to be greater than one acre in size. 

 

2014 Winners 
1st Place 

The Davidson Wildlife Sanctuary 

project was awarded first place in this 

category for its restoration of a 

severely degraded wetland that now 

both holds runoff and hosts an array of 

unusual native plants. This site is open 

for educational purposes as well. 

 

2nd Place 

The installation of Bioflotsam Treatment 

Wetlands in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor 

created 2,000 square feet habitat for 

insects, birds, fish, and crabs. This project 

performs a critical uptake of nutrients and 

has also facilitated public education. 

 

3rd Place 

The Meadowbrook Parking Lot 

Naturalization project won third 

place in this category for creating a 

wetland system in what was 

previously a parking lot. The wetland 

now filters excess nutrients and 

pollutants and provides wildlife 

habitat for native wetland species.   
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6. Best Stream Restoration 
Category Description 

Projects were eligible for this category if they were located in a stream 

corridor and were designed explicitly to improve the function, stability, and 

ecosystem services of an urban stream. 

2014 Winners 

1st Place 

The Severn Riverkeeper was awarded 

first place in this category for showcasing 

three applications of Regenerative Stream 

Channel restoration technology in one 

project! 

 

2nd Place 

Landis Homes enhanced water quality in 

Kurtz Run by reducing bank erosion, 

improving infiltration, increasing 

floodwater storage potential, and 

creating wetlands. This project 

represents one of Pennsylvania’s first 

applications of floodplain restoration as a 

stormwater BMP.  

 

 

3rd Place 

The Carriage Hills stream restoration project 

came in third place for using a bubbler to 

attenuate discharge energy and increase the 

flow path. The project also involved the 

installation of rock and riffle grade control 

structures and native plants. 
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Our Steering Committee 
The BUBBAs would not have been possible without the help of our 

distinguished Steering Committee. This committee, made up of leaders in 

the field of Chesapeake Bay stormwater, helped to shape and administer the 

BUBBAs to ensure that it aligned with the overall vision and goals of the 

competition. In addition, Steering Committee members conducted initial 

reviews of every project, led and managed one or more of the project 

categories, narrowed the project list to the top ten, assembled and served 

on the final review jury, and served as category review jurors. 

Anne Guillette, Low Impact Design Studio 

Greg Hoffman, Center for Watershed Protection, Inc. 

Kelly Lindow, CityScape Engineering 

Bill Stack, Center for Watershed Protection, Inc. 

Our Distinguished Jury 
 The esteemed jury was made up of interested and influential 

leaders in the Chesapeake Bay watershed who possessed pertinent 

experience and expertise in stormwater. The following is a list of the review 

jurors from the 2014 BUBBAs: 

Bill Stack Center for Watershed Protection Chris Heyn; Carroll County, MD 

Kelly Lindow, CityScape Engineering  Jennifer Dowdell; Biohabitats, Inc 

Jason Papacosma; Arlington, VA  Martin Covington; Carroll County,MD 

Anne Guillette, Low Impact Design Studio Scott Crafton, Louis Berger Group 

Suzanne Etgen, Watershed Stewards Academy 

Greg Hoffman, Center for Watershed Protection 

Tom Schueler, Chesapeake Stormwater Network 

Norm Goulet, Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District 

Laura Grape, Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District 

Erik Michelsen, South River Federation 

Rebecca Stack, District Department of the Environment 

Theresa Connor, Water Environment Research Foundation 

JoAnn Trach Tongson; Mahan Rykiel Associates, Inc. 
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New for the 2015 BUBBAs! 
This year, we have revised our eligibility requirements to explain 

that projects submitted last year are not eligible for the 2015 contest unless 

significant changes in implementation or monitoring have occurred. 

                 Additionally, this year’s contest will feature a seventh category for 

projects located outside of the Chesapeake Bay watershed. The “Best 

Innovative BMP Outside of the Bay” category will seek applications from 

groups outside of the watershed who have implemented nontraditional 

solutions for the management or mitigation of stormwater. These 

applications will be evaluated on their ability to meet the following criteria: 

 Utilizes novel technology or treatment mechanism to reduce runoff 

and remove pollutants not commonly applied in the Bay region 

 Contains unique design elements or specifications that may be 

transferrable to the Chesapeake Bay region 

 Meets or exceeds minimum stormwater sizing requirements in the 

jurisdiction in which the project was build (for new or 

redevelopment projects) or demonstrates a unique retrofit solution 

(for existing development) 

 Includes some effort to track its performance over time. This can 

involve testing, monitoring, and/or visual assessment to confirm 

the successful performance of the BMP over time 

 Effectively integrates stormwater management function with other 

non-stormwater uses or site benefits 

 

Contest Timeline 
 December 11, 2014 Contest opens 

 February 15, 2015 Deadline for submissions 

 February 2015  Preliminary screening by category leads 

 March 2015  Convene jury for final review 

 April 7-9, 2015  Awards ceremony at the Baywide Retreat 
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We would like to thank the following sponsor for 

their support of the 2014 Best Urban BMP in the 

Bay Awards: 

 

Contact Us! 
If you have any further questions about the BUBBAs or would like to 

become one of the sponsors of the 2015 BUBBAs, please consult our 

website or contact us using the resources listed below. 

Web: chesapeakestormwater.net/the-bubbas/ 

Phone: (410) 750-7635 

Email: watershedgal@hotmail.com 

mailto:watershedgal@hotmail.com

