
Bay-Friendly Lawn Care

Lawns make up a significant portion of many properties and have been shown 
to produce more runoff than their forested counterparts.  Following are 10 

tips that can make your lawn more Bay-friendly.



Dense grass or plant cover helps to reduce surface runoff. Lawns with
poor turf cover have a high risk for nutrient loss, especially if soils are
compacted or slopes are steep.

Tip 1. Maintain Dense Grass Cover

Re-seed bare spots, add soil amendments, and spot fertilize as 
needed. In extreme cases, stabilize with a biodegradable erosion 
control cover.



Tip 2. Reduce or Eliminate Fertilizer

Consider NOT fertilizing every year

If You Do Fertilize:
• Apply 1/3 to 1/2 of application rate on the 

fertilizer bag label. Monitor how your lawn 
responds over next couple of months. You 
can always re-apply fertilizer at the smaller 
dose. OR…

• Split it into 3 or 4 small doses throughout 
the growing season.  Apply no more than 
0.9 pound of nitrogen per 1000 sq. ft. of 
lawn per application!

More is not always better: your lawn may look just as healthy 
as it does at the full application rate! 
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The “Choose not to fertilize” option only applies to 
mature, flat lawns with dense ground cover
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Tip 3. 
Apply Fertilizer Only During Growing Season

Never apply fertilizers before spring green up or after the grass 
becomes dormant.

Highest fertilizer loss occurs in winter when grass 
is dormant (after ~ November).



Tip 4. Use Slow-Release Nitrogen Fertilizer 

Buy slow-release fertilizer with at least 20 to 
50% of water insoluble nitrogen.

Tip 5. Sweep Up Fertilizer 
from Paved Surfaces

Tip 6. Never Apply Fertilizer Within 15 Feet of 
Streams, Ditches or Water Feature

Rotary spreaders can broadcast fertilizer 
granules onto the street or driveway 
where they can be washed away in the 
next storm. 
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Tip 7. Leave clippings and mulched leaves on lawn.  
Keep them out of streets and storm drains 

Strive to keep grass and leaves on your
lawn, and out of the street or storm drain
system. And never dispose of yard waste
in a ravine or near a stream.

If you rake leaves in Fall, run over
them with your mower to mulch them,
then add them to your compost pile to
decompose.



Tip 8. 
Set Mower Height at 3” or Taller

Taller grass grows deeper roots, which allows for better nutrient uptake and 
less lawn runoff. Deeper roots also reduce need for irrigation during times of 

drought, suppress weeds, and increase turf density. 



Tip 9. 
Use Your Lawn to Absorb Stormwater.

If you can, use a flexible pipe to direct
your roof downspouts toward your
lawn away from your driveway or
other hard surface.

Convert your turf into a rain garden
on conservation landscape to absorb
water from your roof
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Tip 10. Consult With Your Local Extension 
Service Office 

These lawn care experts 
can help you achieve an 

attractive and Bay-
friendly lawn, given 

your type of grass, soil 
conditions, shading, 
and your landscape 

preferences. 

Click here for a list of Bay-Friendly Lawn Care Experts 

http://chesapeakestormwater.net/be-bay-friendly/bay-friendly-lawn-care/

